Anti-hepatitis C virus positivity (HCV) in Belgian volunteer blood donors: source of contamination and HCV-testing among donors and related recipients.
We investigated a group of Belgian HCV-100 Elisa positive volunteer blood donors for potential sources of contamination and the presence of liver biochemical abnormalities. In addition, results of serological testing and liver biochemistry of their related blood products recipients were also analysed. In blood donors, anti-HCV-100 repeat reactive rate was 0.77% with a 34% rate of abnormal liver function tests. A potential source of parenteral exposure was found in all donors with RIBA-confirmed HCV-100 positivity. Among recipients, anti-HCV-100 RIBA-2 positive blood product donations were associated with RIBA-2 seroconversion, a history of transfusion in donors being of high predictive value of infectivity.